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1. The relation between nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament 

Presentations and ensuing discussions in Working Group 2 left no doubt that the global nuclear 

non-proliferation and disarmament regime is in need of significant and urgent repair. Yet it was 

recognized that the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) remains the fundamental and indispensable 

cornerstone of this regime. It was observed that some current events and public statements, 

among them the publication in early 2007 of a seminal article in the Wall Street Journal calling 

for a complete elimination of nuclear weapons, present glimmers of hope that should be 

exploited to the fullest extent possible, also in the light of recent and imminent changes in 

political leadership in several of the countries directly concerned. Arguments were made in 

support of both directions of correlation between a lack of progress in global disarmament efforts 

and proliferation of nuclear weapons. It was observed by some that the stationing of American 

tactical nuclear warheads in Europe contradicts the spirit of the NPT, and therefore needs to be 

addressed by the governments of the countries concerned. The demand side of the proliferation 

problem could be addressed, in part, by decreasing the value of nuclear weapons through 

invigorated incremental disarmament efforts. Furthermore, increasing public awareness of the 

dangers involved with nuclear weapons could play a beneficial role in achieving a decrease of 

their numbers and eventually their elimination altogether. 

2. Iran and the Middle East 

The key to a solution of the controversy surrounding the Iranian nuclear energy programme is 

the building of mutual trust and confidence, rather than a fixation on the suspension of uranium 

enrichment activities, as the latter cannot be sustained in the long term under the rights provided 

by the NPT to which Iran is a member. To this end, however, it is in the interest of Iran itself and 

of the entire non-proliferation and disarmament regime, to use the opportunities that exist to 



significantly enhance transparency regarding both its past and present nuclear activities. Other 

options exist for all parties involved that could strengthen mutual confidence, such as Iran 

ratifying the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). First and foremost, however, it is time 

that the US and Iran undertake direct one-to-one discussions. Without it, it is hard to envisage a 

satisfactory outcome of the conflict. It was noted that sanctions have become part of the problem: 

they escalate the conflict without providing any solution. All members of this working group 

were convinced that the use of military force should in any case be avoided. 

3. The Korean Peninsula 

It is gratifying that recent developments in the context of the 6-party negotiations have generated 

a breakthrough in the previous deadlock between the government of the DPRK and the other 6-

party group members. Optimism was therefore expressed regarding the feasibility today to 

provide the DPRK the security assurances it desires and to finally establish a Peace Treaty 

between the 4 main Parties involved. Given that prospects now exist for realizing a complete 

denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, it seems justified to currently carry great expectations, 

but that for the moment still need to be accompanied by considerate caution. 

4. The peaceful use of nuclear energy and the nuclear fuel cycle 

Given the fundamental role of energy supply in economic development, it is becoming 

increasingly evident that the world will continue to experience large increases in energy 

consumption. The concurrent substantial increases in the global demand for electricity, as well as 

the need to mitigate global climatic change and ensure energy resource security, may lead to a 

sizeable increase in the use of nuclear energy world-wide and correspondingly the construction 

of new nuclear power plants during the forthcoming decades. Of concern, however, is that - if 

realized - this trend regarding the peaceful use of nuclear energy is likely to lower the barriers to 

black market activities. Also, due attention needs to be paid to possible deficiencies in adequate 

governance that new nuclear energy countries will need to be characterized by. In the light of 

these developments, it would be advantageous for all to ultimately transparently and fairly 

internationalize the front-end and back-end of the nuclear fuel cycle, avoid the use of double 

standards, and fully render the IAEA’s Additional Protocol as the new norm for nuclear 

safeguards. To facilitate steps in this direction, the nuclear weapons states must do more to fulfill 

their NPT article VI obligations. 



5. Nuclear Weapon Free Zones 

It was generally agreed that the establishment of Nuclear Weapon Free Zones (NWFZ) remains 

an important asset for the cause of nuclear non-proliferation. The deficiencies observed in the six 

treaties that so far have been established in this regard could be addressed by using the 

amendment clauses available in the corresponding treaty texts. This would allow a better 

exploitation of several of their benefits, primordial among which is that they provide a strong 

disincentive to proliferate. In particular, the practical measures needed to implement a NWFZ in 

the Middle East deserve urgent attention by not only the countries directly involved but also by 

the entire international community. 

6. The India-US nuclear deal 

The intended US-India nuclear deal, while receiving credits in several circles for bringing India 

closer to the non-proliferation regime, was strongly criticized for not going far enough in this 

respect, inter alia for the liberty it possesses with respect to deciding which facilities will 

actually fall under the deal. It is recommended that the US-India deal receives further in-depth 

analysis, in terms of the benefits and disadvantages that it implies for efforts to halt nuclear 

proliferation and promote nuclear disarmament. 

 


